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IAHS has been involved in the IFI since its inception.

The following recent IAHS publications are relevant to the initiative:

· Frontiers in Flood Research, 2006. UNESCO- IAHS proceedings of the Kovacs Colloquium; IAHS Publ. 305;

· World Catalogue of Maximum Observed Floods, 2003. IAHS Publ. 284;

· The Extremes of the Extremes: Extraordinary Floods, 2002. IAHS Publ. 271;

· Hydrological Extremes: Understanding, Predicting, Mitigating, 1999. IAHS Publ. 255;

· Destructive Water: Water-caused natural disasters, their abatement and control, 1997. IAHS Publ. 239.

Several of the Commissions and Working Groups within IAHS implicitly are concerned with floods, namely: International Commission on Continental Erosion (ICCE), International Commission on Snow and Ice Hydrology (ICSIH), International Commission on Surface Water (ICSW) and the Working Group on Prediction in Ungaged Basins (PUB).


Recently IAHS has launched with UNESCO the idea of a “Compendium of extreme floods”. The idea is to renew the past “Catalogues of Extreme Floods”. In these catalogues only the observed maximum discharges were available. Our objective is to provide the reader with a real monograph of the extreme floods, including, meteorological, hydrological and social aspects. In this regard IAHS had a contract with UNESCO which has been supervised by Siegfried Demuth. A 200 pages document has been given to UNESCO about 20 large floods in the World but this is still a work in progress. We need to decide how to go forward with this work.
Gordon Young, on behalf of IAHS

